Total glossectomy without laryngectomy.
When cancer of the tongue reaches a large size (T3, T4) it is almost impossible to treat it successfully with radiotherapy. The only therapeutic possibility in such cases is, therefore, total glossectomy. This may be effected without laryngectomy and with immediate reconstruction using musculo-cutaneous flaps. Such an operation allows total removal of the tumour and is followed by an acceptable though impaired functional result. Eight cases subjected to total glossectomy without laryngectomy are presented and aspects of ablative and reconstructive surgery are discussed. A report is made of postoperative complications and of functional rehabilitation: mastication is certainly impaired. However, swallowing is regained rapidly and phonation, although altered, is still comprehensible. An acceptable quality of life and good possibilities for a return to a working life result.